When patients are very collapsed and large amounts of fluid have to be given intravenously, it is often difficult or impossible to g?t a hypodermic needle into a vein, and it is usually best to dissect out a vein at once. The veins of the arm are usually chosen but leg veins may also be used. Even when a vein is dissected out and incised, it is very easy to get the nozzle of the transfusion apparatus in between the coats of the vein instead of in the lumen.
In the cholera wards of the Campbell Hospital, Calcutta, the method here described has long been used, and it appears to be worth pub- [Oct., 1944 through the centre and the lumen of the vein. The vein is then incised by cutting down on this needle with a sharp scalpel, the cut being made transversely across the vein (see figure   4 ). The needle serves the very useful purpose of preventing the incision going too deep, and of ensuring that the lumen of the vein is adequately opened.
The needle is then removed and is held near the sharp end with a forceps, and the eye end of the needle is passed upwards through the incision into the lumen of the vein (see figure 5 ). 
